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Guest Commissioner’s Corner
DEP is fortunate 
to benefit from 
many great rela-
tionships across 
the local, state 
and federal lev-
els. One of the 
strongest part-
nerships we have 

is with the New York State De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation, and one of the 
more rewarding programs we 
work together on is the Hud-
son River Eel Project.

Staten Island’s Richmond 
Creek Bluebelt in Richmond-
town is one of 15 sites, rang-
ing from New York City to 
Albany, where counts of ju-
venile glass eels are taken 
as part of the program. The 
American eel is born at sea, 
floats to the coast on prevail-
ing currents and migrates 
to clean, healthy waterways 
along the east coast where 
they can live for up to 20 
years. Eel populations are an 
important indicator of water 
quality and experts have seen 
a resurgence in the eel pop-
ulation in New York Harbor 
as testing shows the water is 
cleaner and healthier than it 
has been since the Civil War.

Each spring eels arrive in es-
tuaries like the Hudson Riv-
er as translucent, two-inch 
long “glass eels.” As part of 

ongoing research, volunteers 
and students use a ten-foot 
cone-shaped net specifical-
ly designed to catch the eels 
and then count and release 
them back into the water. 
This year, DEP once again 
joined with students from 
the Saint Clare School in 
Great Kills for the annual 
count. (Photos of the event 
are available on DEP’s Flickr 
page.) The 2022 eel monitor-
ing program began at the end 
of February and concluded 
on Monday, which marked 
the end of the eels’ migra-
tory period. In 2022, 2,006 
glass eels were counted in  
Richmond Creek.

In 2020, approximately 470 
glass eels were observed in 
Richmond Creek and more 
than 405,000 were counted at 
the participating Hudson River 
Estuary monitoring sites. Eel 
populations had been in de-
cline along the east coast of the 
United States for decades due 
to a combination of over fish-
ing, water quality degradation, 
and man-made barriers to mi-
gration, such as dams.

On Staten Island, DEP has 
made substantial invest-
ments to build out the sewer 
system and connect thou-
sands of homes to the City’s 
wastewater treatment plants, 
eliminating the need for sep-
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I’ll start with 
the good news.  
Since 2018, 
DEP drivers 
have reduced 
the number of 
preventable col-
lisions from 
223 in 2018 

to 82 in 2021.  Although the 
downward trend seems good 
(it is!), the percentage of DEP 
employee injuries as a func-
tion of these collisions has 
increased significantly from 
3.6% in 2018 to 14.6% in 2020.  
This indicates that our driv-
ing has become less safe.  In-
juries cause pain, suffering, 
potential disability, and lost 
time from work.

Further, the number of DEP 
collisions involving cyclists 
and distraction have all in-
creased in the last few years.  
This may be related to the fact 
that there are more bicycles, 
e-bikes and scooters on the 
streets—just another reason 
to practice good defensive 
driving skills.  Finally, the 

number of red-light viola-
tions and school zone speed-
ing violations issued to DEP 
drivers in 2021 were 56 and 
143 respectively.  This should 
be ZERO.  In addition, DCAS 
logged 454 excessive speed-
ing incidents for DEP drivers 
in 2021.  New York City is ex-
periencing a similar increase 
in injury rates related to ve-
hicle collisions and speeding 
and we need to be part of the 
solution by slowing down and 
keeping our focus on the only 
task at hand… DRIVING!  

DEP offers defensive driving 
to employees that drive DEP 
vehicles. If you are a DEP au-
thorized driver, make sure 
you are current and remem-
ber that the course is more 
than just getting an insur-
ance reduction.  Always prac-
tice the mindset of defensive 
driving. Given how much 
time DEP employees spend 
on the road, we put ourselves 
at risk and need to honor our 
responsibility to the public by 
driving responsibly. 

At DEP, everyone is responsible for safety. If you or anyone on your team is concerned about your 
working conditions, it’ s okay to ask your supervisor or your bureau’ s EHS liaison how they can help. 
If you’ ve still got questions, you can call the EHS Employee Concerns Hotline. It’ s DEP’ s responsi-
bility to acknowledge and fix unsafe situations, procedures, and practices. With your help, we’ ll not 
only get the job done, we’ ll make it safer for ourselves, our coworkers, our families, and our city. CALL  
(800) 897-9677 OR SEND A MESSAGE THROUGH EH&S EMPLOYEE CONCERNS. HELP IS ON THE WAY.

EHS Insights
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tic tanks. Additionally, over 
the last 25 years DEP has 
built more than 70 Bluebelts 
across Staten Island with 
additional sites currently in 
construction and design.

I’d like to thank the Saint Clare 
School for their continued as-
sistance in monitoring the eel 
count in the Richmond Creek 

Bluebelt and I’m confident the 
experience will serve as a lasting 
reminder of the importance of  
environmental stewardship.

I’d also like to acknowledge 
Rob Brauman, Corrine Krupp, 
Rowie Samaco and the Blue-
belt Operations field crew for 
all their efforts in making this 
year’s eel count a success. 

https://on.ny.gov/3Pvrj35
https://on.ny.gov/3Pvrj35
https://bit.ly/39rfBpM
https://bit.ly/39rfBpM
https://outreached.wufoo.com/forms/q19tr54c0wc9y1e/


The Bureau of Wastewater 
Treatment recently pitched in 
to help clean up Denyse Wharf, 
a Revolutionary-era pier that is 
situated beneath the Verrazza-
no-Narrows Bridge and is part 
of the Fort Hamilton Army Base 
in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. The ef-
fort was led by Fort Hamilton 
Army Garrison along with stu-
dents from Fort Hamilton High 
School, with BWT providing a 
30 yard roll-off container. Vol-

unteers cleared litter from the 
shoreline and student partici-
pants earned community ser-
vice certificates as evidence of 
their civic engagement. Thanks 
to Transportation Section 
Chief Samuel Young, dispatch-
ers Brian Bowen and John  
Congemi, and motor vehicle 
operators Rodney Taylor and 
Jimmy Competelli for their 
assistance with this Earth  
Day activity.

BWT Helps Clean Denyse Wharf

Chief Operating Officer  
Vincent Sapienza recently joined 
with Congressman Hakeem  
Jeffries and the Fresh Creek 
Civic Association to mark the 
construction of new tidal gates 
in Canarsie, Brooklyn. The tidal 
gates, paid for with $800,000 in 
federal funding secured by Con-
gressman Jeffries, are placed 

at the end of outfalls and close 
during storm surges. This pre-
vents higher tides from backing 
up into the sewer system and 
flooding upstream roadways. 
The project complements DEP’s 
recently completed $148 million 
sewer expansion that brought 
6.5 miles of new sewers to  
this neighborhood. 

New Tide Gates for Fresh Creek

Regret, experi-
enced as a desire 
to undo a pre-
vious choice, is 
something we 
all can relate to.  
There are times 
when we wish 
we took, or did 

not take, a certain course of 
action, whether that be taking 
a chance on someone or some-
thing, choosing to say “yes” in-
stead of “no,” or just to have said 
something different.  Feelings 
of regret tend to hit hardest 
when feeling in a low place, and 
most of us can relate to being in 
such a place over the last couple 
of years.  Added work pressure 
and current events can also 
contribute to looking back on 

things with a general wish “for 
things to be different.”

The problem happens if we end 
up dwelling on the things we 
regret and blame current un-
happiness on those choices for 
which we no longer have control 
over.  Another contributing fac-
tor to these sometimes strong 
feelings of being stuck on a re-
gret comes from studies of hap-
piness.  It turns out, people are 
generally not good at predicting 
what would make them happy, 
often ignoring the negative 
pieces of information and ex-
aggerating the positive, creat-
ing a mental scenario where we 
believe things would have been 
perfect only if we had…

Regret During COVID
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Continue reading on The Source

The WateReuse Association 
recently presented DEP with 
the Transformational Innova-
tion award during its 37th An-
nual WateReuse Symposium. 
The honor “recognizes tech-
nological advances, research 
breakthroughs, and innova-
tive practices that advance the 
adoption, implementation, or 
public acceptance of recycled 
water.” Specifically, the award 
acknowledges innovative work 
undertaken by DEP’s Water 
Reuse program, including the 

FDNY reuse facility, Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden, and upcoming 
projects at Central Park and the 
Domino Sugar Refinery rede-
velopment; development of the 
Water Conservation and Reuse 
grant program; advancing new 
water quality guidance specific 
to non-potable water reuse with 
the Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene, and adopting 
new rate discounts. Congrat-
ulations to Alan Cohn, Angela 
Licata, John Brock, and Pinar 
Balci  (pictured above).
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https://on.nyc.gov/3Lm0A6D
https://on.nyc.gov/3Lm0A6D
https://bit.ly/3yIAibe

